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We have had a great year with two new 
board members joining our team. With 
that, I would like to welcome Leah Pat-
more and Walter Fox. I would also like 
to extend a thank-you to all our board 
members for their hard work and dedi-
cation.

The WWLS Board and guests would like 
to extend a sincere thank-you to Team 
Lead Jill Jamieson and the staff at the 
lodge for their continued support and 
hard work in keeping this facility an 
amazing place.

This summer my wife, Kathy, and I 
volunteered to be a camp host for two 
weeks. We met numerous new guests 
this year and made some lasting friend-
ships and memories. Guests that we 
spoke with expressed how spectacular, 
beautiful, and serene William Watson 
Lodge is.

It is a hidden gem and a place where we 
all can be at peace.

To the right is this year’s special camp 
host guest, Carlos. He enjoyed rides in 
the golf cart, visiting campers and guests 
but his main job was keeping the squir-
rels away! We do not know who had 
more fun camping this year, him or us.

Wayne Pelletier
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WORDS FROM 
ANONYMOUS 
PATRONS
•	 Thanks	for	the	great	experiences!
•	 We	really	appreciate	all	that	you	do	for	
seniors	and	persons	with	challenges.

•	 Very	pleased	to	continue	to	support	WWLS	
and	all	the	visitors	to	the	Lodge.

•	 I	have	enjoyed	many	a	great	time	at	William	
Watson	Lodge.

•	 Thanks	for	having	such	a	great	place	for	
families	of	children	with	disabilities.	Our	
family	had	wonderful	memories	growing	up	
because	of	this	place.

•	 We	really	appreciate	the	opportunity	to	stay	
in	your	lodges	when	they’re	available.

•	 We	welcome	the	opportunity	to	stop	at	the	
Lodge	for	a	break	while	hiking,	cross-country	
skiing,	or	snowshoeing.	Thank	you	for	
developing	and	maintaining	such	facilities	
for	persons	with	disabilities	to	enjoy	such	a	
unique	experience.

•	 On	behalf	of	the	RETT	Syndrome	Society	of	
Alberta	we	want	to	thank	William	Watson	
Lodge	for	their	extraordinary	hospitality.	We	
had	our	RETT	family	weekend,	and	David,	
Joanne,	and	the	WWL	staff	were	so	wonder-
ful.	The	Lodge	main	building	was	perfect.

•	 We	have	just	returned	from	a	week	at	the	
William	Watson	Lodge.	We	are	so	apprecia-
tive	of	the	facilities	there.	All	our	married	life,	
we	have	gone	to	the	mountains	every	year,	
but	after	my	husband	lost	his	legs,	we	had	to	
give	it	up.	Now	we	have	found	a	place	where	
we	can	enjoy	the	beauty	and	majesty	of	our	
wonderful	mountains	in	a	fully	accessible	
and	completely	affordable	place	like	the		
William	Watson	Lodge.	Thank	you	so	much	
for	providing	this	facility	to	the	disabled.

There are very few things that take my breath away. One of those 
is the magnificent raw beauty of Alberta’s Kananaskis Country on 
the edge of the Rocky Mountains. I have been a regular visitor to 
William Watson Lodge for over 15 years, sharing good times and 
experiences with wheelchair sports teams, friends, and my fam-
ily. I really enjoy the outdoors at William Watson Lodge (WWL), 
hiking the trails, sitting by the lake or on the cabin deck watching 
the birds keep busy. It gives me a warm and thankful feeling on 
the drive home, along with simple but good memories of my time 
in nature.

I have visited WWL in all seasons and have enjoyed my visits re-
gardless of the weather. There is beauty in this place whether the 
grass is green, the hills are white, or the forests are full of wonder-
ful colours and smells. The picturesque views offered at WWL 
remind us how truly powerful and unpredictable Mother Nature 
can be and how we are so vulnerable to her elements.

I must admit winter is not my favorite season. Living in Calgary, I 
do appreciate being able to experience four distinct seasons and 
the wonderful views that come with each. Summer is my most 
preferred season, but I enjoy getting out in the wintertime for a 
crisp walk, having snowball fights and building snowmen. Having 
grown up in Manitoba, most of my childhood experiences to the 
“mountains” was downhill skiing at Mt. Agassiz in Riding Moun-
tain National Park. Mt. Agassiz was the tallest ski resort in the 
province with a vertical of over 500 feet (yes, the decimal is in the 
right place). For reference, the Calgary Tower is taller at 600 feet. I 
can remember driving three hours one-way to go skiing for the day 
and driving home in a blizzard on the way back. Truly worth it for 
the fun and experience downhill skiing and playing in the snow.

This reminded me of my last visit to William Watson Lodge. My 
family and I were headed off to the mountains for the weekend, 
staying at William Watson Lodge and looking forward to a great 
time in the outdoors plus being able to spend some quality fam-
ily time inside with cards and games. We usually pack a few dif-
ferent games and activities to keep us busy depending on what 
the weather forecast is going to be. Having lived in Alberta for 
almost 20 years, you learn to pack a t-shirt, hoodie, rain jacket 
and parka for the weekend adventure, regardless of the season. 
This is especially true if you are headed to the mountains.

Well, it was going to be the start of a new sea-
son and I was ready for some well-needed rest 
and relaxation to recharge the internal battery. 
And where better to do it than William Watson 
Lodge? When we arrived, it was a little cold, 
but we had packed for the colder weather fore-
cast including mitts and toques. It was a little 
cloudy, but with seasonal temperatures. We 
checked into our cabin, unpacked, and were 
planning for a busy day tomorrow.

On our first morning we were greeted with a 
beautiful blanket of snow, the walkways at the 
Lodge were still relatively clean as the snow was 
melting as it fell. Then the snow continued to fall 
and fall and fall. Well, by the end of the day we 
were basically stranded—the snow completely 
covered the pathways, making them inaccessible. 
Plus, snow was sliding off the tin roofs creating 
larger mounds of snow along the pathways to the 
parking lot. I knew I wasn’t going out, so I gladly 
watched the snow fall and enjoyed the warmth of 
the fireplace. We spent most of that day and the 
following day indoors playing games and read-
ing books. As we looked out, I said to myself “I 
had no idea it was going to snow that much.” In 
fact, I didn’t think it was going to snow at all. The 
weather called for precipitation, but this was the 
first day of summer—June 21st! How can it snow 
that much in the summer? Well, it did.

After a day, the pathways cleared up and we 
enjoyed a crisp walk in the summer air, throw-
ing snowballs and building a snowman on 
the front yard. Activities we did not plan for, 
but had fun doing all the same. It was truly a 
wonderful and memorable experience—thanks 
to Mother Nature. If I had to be stranded from 
a snowstorm, I would choose William Watson 
Lodge every time.

Jack Smart

First Day of Summer - 2019

Sophie enjoying the Last 
Day of Spring – 2019 

s’No 
Idea
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To	 enhance	 the	 experience	 and	 promote	 the	
accessibility	of	the	William	Watson	Lodge	and	
outdoor	 environment	 for	 the	 benefit	 and	 en-
joyment	of	persons	with	disabilities	and	senior	
citizens	of	Alberta.	

William Watson Lodge Society

Contact:
William Watson Lodge Society
Box 30344 Chinook Postal Outlet
6455 McLeod Trail SE
Calgary, Alberta, T2H 2W1
Email: info@williamwatsonlodgesociety.com
Website: www.williamwatsonlodgesociety.com

Volunteer
During the camping season, you may wish to 
volunteer as a camp host for up to two weeks. 
The William Watson Lodge front desk will pro-
vide the duties of a camp host upon arrival. 
There are 13 full-service sites. One is set aside 
for the hosts. The Team Lead selects the hosts.

Gifts
Your membership and donations, as well as be-
quests or legacies, are gratefully received and 
appreciated.

Gifts may be made at the Lodge or through our 
contact address above.

OUR MANDATE
Reservations & Inquiries
Cabins, RV Sites, Comfort Camping Site and 
main Lodge Day Use. Call (RITE) toll-free 310-
0000, then (403) 591-7227

2020 Annual General 
Meeting
The William Watson Lodge Society AGM will be 
at the William Watson Lodge.

Saturday,	June	20,	2020	at	10:00	am

An Open House will follow at 1:00 pm.
Barbecue lunch will be served.

Please join us and bring your friends and family!

2019 Annual 
General Meeting
The members that came to the June 2019 AGM 
woke up to a winter wonderland on Saturday 
morning. It looked more like Christmas morning 
rather than the first day of summer. The heavy, 
wet snow started on Friday and blanketed the 
lodge and surrounding valley. With the help of 
the lodge staff and society members, the deck 
was cleared and the barbecue went on without 
a hitch.

As in the previous year, there were three 
uninvited guests that wanted to attend 
the AGM. They could not vote on any 
motions as they did not carry a valid 
membership. A mother grizzly and her 
two cubs decided to stop for lunch just 
below the barbecue near the door to 
unit 20 in cabin H. They scratched their 
way through the deep snow looking for 
food. After about thirty minutes they 
moved onto the campsites and stayed 
there for another thirty minutes before 
heading into the woods.
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Since 1992, the volunteer board of WWLS has 
raised funds and supported numerous initia-
tives to improve the level of access and activity. 
Over the years, the Society has been responsi-
ble for the gazebo over the fire pit, the Comfort 
Camping unit and other smaller projects.

Based on regular discussion with our members, 
the Society has prioritized the following items 
for the 2018-2020 Business Plan. Items com-
pleted or in progress are noted.

1.	Portable	Whisper	Lifts	–	these work with the 
cabin track system for guest mobility: $4,000.
Project	 update: Completed and in William 
Watson Lodge inventory.

2. Accessible	 Games	 Room	 –	 options include 
ping-pong, shuffleboard and other activities 
in the lodge: $20,000
Project	 update: Shuffleboard donated and 
in use. Design for replacement of the main 
lodge under review and not finalized. Project 
on hold.

3.	Campground	Emergency	Response	System	–	
emergency guest assistance in the campsite 
washroom and shower: $2,000
Project	update: Emergency alarm system in-
stalled at a cost of $4,200. Project completed.

4.	Accessible	RV	Trailer	Ramp	– includes ramp 
access, connections, skirting and equipment 
as needed: $13,000
Project	 update: New awning installed at a 
cost of $2,600 and balance of project to be in-

nology here at William Watson Lodge to sup-
port our guests that visual impairments.

8. Additional	 small	 projects	 as	 requested	 or	
needed.
•	 36 memory foam mattress toppers offering 

softer comfort for beds have been purchased 
and installed at a cost of $9,100.
•	Hospital beds for 8 cabin units to accommo-

date guests requiring adjustable and sup-
portive bed options have been ordered at a 
cost of $12,700 for guest use.
•	 18 new lift chairs have been purchased and 

installed in the units at a cost of $13,000.
•	Guest computer station, allowing guests to 

check emails, weather reports, and news.
Project	 update: Design for replacement of 
the main lodge under review and not final-
ized. Project on hold.

Each of the initiatives has completion targets 
and accountability. Regular reviews on our 
progress will be undertaken to ensure issues 
are addressed in a timely manner, that initia-
tives are on or under budget, and that progress 
is reported on our website and in annual news-
letters to the membership.

Through these and future initiatives, we are 
dedicated to providing increased and safer ac-
cess for guests, thereby enhancing their experi-
ence at William Watson Lodge and surrounding 
area.

stalled and completed in spring 2020 in time 
for 2020 camping season.

5. Emergency	 Notification	 System	 for	 Deaf	
Guests	 – portable systems are available on 
loan to alert deaf and hard of hearing indi-
viduals of an emergency and someone at the 
cabin door: $5,000
Project	 update:	 Design for replacement of 
the main lodge under review and not final-
ized. Project on hold.

6. Recreational	 Equipment	 –	 Summer	 and		
Winter	 Equipment	 For	 Loan	 –	 summer and 
winter equipment to improve accessible en-
joyment for guests: $12,000
Project	update:	The board has approved and 
purchased recreational equipment as per 
requests received from Lodge management. 
The board is investigating the expansion of 
the existing playground with additional ac-
cessible equipment.

7. Signage	 Improvements	 Throughout	 the	
Lodge	and	Area	– to provide key messaging 
using innovative technologies which can en-
gage visitors of all abilities, cultures and ages: 
$40,000
Project	 update: Alberta Parks has paid for 
some new signage and allocated budget could 
be over stated. The board is investigating the 
BlindSquare program/app that can be down-
loaded to smart phones as a wayfinding tool. 
The board and management of the lodge is 
looking into seeing if we could use this tech-

BUSINESS  PLAN UPDATES
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A number of bequests and donations were 
made to the William Watson Lodge Society this 
past year. We would like to sincerely thank all 
contributors.

Please know that your donations are appreci-
ated and will go toward projects that will en-
hance the experience of guests and visitors of 
the Lodge while leaving a wonderful legacy of 
your loved ones.

Planned charitable donations need not be com-
plicated. In many cases, a simple line in your 
will is sufficient. As a charitable organization, 
the William Watson Lodge Society can also is-
sue charitable donation receipts.

For additional information on planned chari-
table giving, you could speak with your family, 
lawyer, accountant, financial planner, insurance 
agent or even the WWLS.

President Wayne Pelletier
Treasurer Farhood Rahnama
Secretary Anne Godsman
Director Donna Fox
Director Peter Cosentino
Director Jody Cowan
Director Dorothy Praglowski
Director Jack Smart
Director Walter Fox
Director Leah Patmore

TECHNICAL	RESOURCES
Team Lead Jill Jamieson
Advisor/Staff Gwen Ross-Cieslak
Advisor/Staff Patti Johnston

NOTES	TO	FINANCIAL	STATEMENTS
Year ending March 31, 2019

Cash	and	cash	equivalents	$291,964	(Note	1)
Operating account $189,000 and savings 
account $102,800. 

Deferred	Revenue	$79,647	(Note	2)
Deferred income consists of Alberta 
Gaming and liquor Commission (Casino) 
funds ($50,285) and Community Facility 
Enhancement Program ($29,362), which make 
a total of $79,647. These amounts are included 
as accounts receivable in the assets.

Statement	of	Revenue	and	Expenditures	
highlights:
Donations:
General donations and memberships: $39,929.
Billy Talbot Memorial Charity Golf Classic: 
$7,948.
Expenditures:
Lodge improvements: $30,319 (28 Lift chairs 
and mattress pads).
Office and computer: $13,054 (Postage, 
newsletter, professional fees and general office 
expenses).

Prepared by Masone and Company (CPA)

Leaving a Legacy

The William Watson Lodge Society offers its condolences to the family of Maureen Wills 
(Past WWLS President) who passed away this year (2019).

Financial Statement WWLS
Balance Sheet
As of March 31, 2019
ASSETS	
CURRENT

 Cash and cash equivalents (Note 1) $291,964

 Accounts receivable  $52,208 

 Accounts receivable from  $28,601
 operating fund

 Prepaid expenses  $984 

	TOTAL	ASSETS	 $373,757

LIABILITIES	AND	NET	ASSETS	
CURRENT

 Account Payable $3,083

 Payables to reserve fund  $28,601 

   $31,684 

DEFERRED INCOME (Note2)  $79,647 

   $111,331 

NET ASSETS (Equity)  $262,426 

TOTAL	LIABILITIES	&	EQUITY	 $373,757

William Watson 
Lodge Society 

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

2019-2020
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Thank	You	to	our	Donors	and	Volunteers
Many people and organizations support the work of the William 
Watson Society with financial gifts, memberships fees, voluntary 
service, and in-kind material and supplies.

The Board would like to especially thank the volunteers for the 
following events and donations.

Membership	Drive,	Annual	Fundraiser,	Additional	Donations
In January 2019, the Board members and their families and 
friends gathered together to stuff over 1000 envelopes for our 
annual newsletter and membership drive. The Board would like 
to express its sincere gratitude to these volunteers for giving up 
an entire weekend in order to assist with this major fundraising 
event. The amount raised from estate donations, non-profit do-
nations and general donations was approximately $39,929.

William	Watson	Lodge	Staff
A huge thank-you from the Board goes out to all those individu-
als who help run William Watson Lodge, ensuring that all guests 
have a memorable and quality experience in Kananaskis Coun-
try. This includes Management, Guest Services, Caretaking and 
Maintenance staff, and Summer Volunteer Campground Hosts.

Billy	Talbot	Golf	Tournament
2020 Billy Talbot Golf Tournament is June 24 at the Blue Devil 
Golf Club in Calgary. The Board would like to thank the Talbot 
family for their ongoing dedication to the William Watson Lodge 
Society and to the participants of the tournament in 2019. For 
more information please contact Donna Talbot at gtalbot8@
gmail.com.

WILLIAM WATSON LODGE UPDATE 
FROM TEAM LEADER 
JILL JAMIESON
What an incredible year it has been here at William Watson 
Lodge. We so enjoyed serving our guests and their families. We 
spent some time and energy gearing up for the construction of 
the new Day Lodge. The project has been postponed however 
due to changes in government direction and focus. There may 
be a new lodge somewhere in our future, but for now we have 
moved back into the day lodge and are working to make it as 
welcoming as ever.

We hosted the incredible Ski for Light group early in the winter 
and they weathered a sharp cold snap during their stay, but 
still managed to get some quality ski days in. They will be back 
enjoying the trails and camaraderie this coming winter.

The early summer saw Bear 139 and her two cubs roaming the 
site and surrounding forests foraging and growing up. Many 
guests were lucky to get a glimpse of the little family.

Later in August, we were able to collaborate with the Rocky 
Mountain Adaptive folks to support hosting their summer fam-
ily camp. Jointly, we welcomed close to 90 folks onsite with 
about a third of the participants new to William Watson Lodge. 
How fantastic to welcome new guests to the wonder of William 
Watson Lodge and Peter Lougheed Provincial Park.

In collaboration with the William Watson Lodge Society, we are 
thrilled to be able to offer one hospital style bed per 3-bed-
room unit as of fall 2019. With your generous donations, the 
William Watson Lodge Society creates a real and lasting im-
pact on the quality of services provided to Albertans. We are 
so grateful for your support.

Sincerely, Jill

Meet the people who keep the 
Lodge running!
Meet	Andrea
Andrea has been working with 
William Watson Lodge for close 
to 10 years. She is the caretaking/
snow crew supervisor and a care-
taker. 

Her position with William Wat-
son Lodge allows her to enjoy 
watching the guests getting to be 
themselves with no concerns of 
judgement and she gets to con-
tribute to and enhance (what she 
hopes) is a positive experience at 
the Lodge for each and every one 
of them.

In her spare time, Andrea has vol-
unteered with the Alberta Spay/
Neuter Task force for six years as 
the Autoclave Lead (sterilizing 
the vet equipment). She is also an 
avid amateur birder! 

In 2020, Andrea is looking forward 
to continuing in helping to make 
William Watson Lodge a safe and 
relaxing place for our guests.

STAFF
CORNER



Our lodge of 480 acres is located east of the 
Foothills Natural Region, northwest of the Park-
land Natural Region, and south of the Boreal 
Forest Natural Region. This means that we have 
biota from these large landscapes represented 
in our forests, grasslands, and wetlands.

Over the past year, we have made much prog-
ress on facility development to the point that 
one visitor asked if we are a sister organization 
to William Watson Lodge. Well, we might be 
a younger sister who looks up to the big sister 
for inspiration! In terms of facility upgrades, we 
modified two cabins, so they are now wheelchair 
accessible. From the sidewalk anyone can walk 
or drive up a gentle ramp to one of the two floor-
level doors. Inside are accessible bedrooms, 
washrooms, dining area, and small kitchen. Last 
summer, the firepit was completed and cabin 
and lodge roof surfaces were renewed.

As for our two gardens and our orchard, the elk, 
deer and moose caused so much damage in 
the past that we asked our neighbours to fence 
the gardens. All the vegetables and also fruit 
shrubs, such as raspberries, responded beauti-
fully behind the fences. In 2020, we should have 
raspberries, currants, rhubarb, honey berries, 

and maybe even saskatoon berries. The orchard 
trees take much longer to begin producing fruit, 
but we expect a few apples, pears, plums, and 
certainly cherries.

Why the interest in “farming”? This is part of 
our “pay back” to food banks and shelters that 
serve many meals each day. In addition, the 
fresh air and sunshine during gardening is ther-
apeutic. Nothing tastes so good as a freshly dug 
carrot or a newly pulled stick of rhubarb. Seniors 
especially escape their four walls and remember 
their early life on a farm or the times they tend-
ed an urban garden.

Ask to be included in our email list, visit our 
lodge, tell your friends about our project, volun-
teer your time and talents, and donate to our reg-
istered charitable society (#844248617RR0001). 
Our mailing address is Alberta Abilities Lodges 
Society, PO Box 4455, Edmonton, Alberta T6E 
4T5. For more information, contact Ross Wein, 
AALS President and Prof. Emeritus, Univ. of 
Alberta, 780-436-0141, rosswein@shaw.ca; 
Larry Pempeit, AALS Director, 780-231-5142,  
lpempeit@shaw.ca; or Paul Roberts, AALS Di-
rector and Scotia Macleod, 780-901-2495, paul.
roberts@scotiawealth.com.

COYOTE LAKE LODGE - 
Biology at the Juncture of Three Natural Regions

Resident Moose looking into our lodge window 
Photo credit: Ross Wein

Resident Short tail weasel. Photo credit: Ted Hogg

Have you ever walked outside on a 
truly silent night (after midnight) just 
to breathe the crisp winter mountain 
air and to let a few of the softly fall-
ing snowflakes melt on the tip of your 
tongue? Heard the hooting of a snow 
owl in the still quiet of the night with 
not even a trace of a breeze? Heard the 
creaking of the tall pines as they sway 
gently? If you have not, then you are 
missing a most beautiful experience.

Our family has been privileged to be 
able to share in the vast beauty sur-
rounding the William Watson Lodge, 
which is nestled in the arms of the 
towering timber and mountains that 
touch the great Kananaskis sky. A few 
days a year, we are able to come out 
and truly take a break from the busy-
ness of our life. We get to connect 
with our children and other friends 
and family. No TV, cell phones, or any 
other electronic devices are available 
to take away from this unique experi-
ence. The time is ours to fill with walks 
(snow-shoeing and cross-country ski-
ing in winter), riding bikes (or the sled 
skis), fishing (ice-fishing) in the lower 
lake, evenings by the campfire, and—
of course—the naps (love those). Oh, 
how I love the naps. There is so much 
to marvel at with each visit.

Wildlife is abundant yet sometimes 
it can be hard to find. We have seen 
moose, rabbits, chipmunks, deer, and 
the list goes on. The kids love to watch 
for all the different kinds of wildlife, but 

mostly the bears. We have yet to see 
one of those. Here’s hoping in 2020! 
We will be keeping an eye out for sure.

As a family, we get to experience 
some of the things that we don’t seem 
to have time for at home. We cook 
as a family in our cabin. We bring all 
those games that sometimes just col-
lect dust at home and play them all. 
We laugh at home, but we also laugh 
lots at the Lodge. I like to paint, and 
I get to take the time to just gaze out 
the window and marvel at what nature 
has to offer as I try to capture it on 
canvass. I then turn my sights inward 
and smile as I see my wife beside me 
sitting so pretty in a chair with her legs 
curled under her and a tiny smile on 
her lips stitching yet another project. 
She looks happy and stress-free. Part 
of that may be because the kids have 
been outside for hours adventuring 
with grandpa and grandma and are 
not due back until closer to supper.

These are the moments that still your 
soul and bring a smile to your face! 
We love returning each year to find 
yet another memory to put into our 
ever-growing collection of them. Our 
little family is looking forward to what 
2020 at the William Watson Lodge will 
bring. Maybe we will see you there. 
And maybe, just maybe, we will catch 
a glimpse of the elusive bear!

Ever grateful,

Anonymous

Peaceful Feelings
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